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Israel kills 42 in Gaza as Netanyahu warns war will go on 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 
— |sraeli airstrikes on Gaza 
City flattened three build- 
ings and killed at least 42 
people Sunday, Palestinian 
medics said, in the dead- 
liest single attack in the 
latest round of violence. 
Despite the toll and inter- 
national efforts to broker 
a cease-fire, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya- 
hu signaled the fourth war 
with Gaza's Hamas rulers 
would rage on. 

In a televised address, 
Netanyahu said the at- 
tacks were continuing at 
“full-force" and would "take 
time." Israel "wants to levy 
a heavy price’ on the Ha- 
mas militant group, he said, 
flanked by his defense min- 
ister and political rival, 
Benny Ganiz, in a show of 
unity. 


Hamas also pressed on, 
launching rockets from 
civillan areas in Gaza to- 
ward civilian areas in Israel. 
One slammed into a syna- 
gogue in the southern city 
of Ashkelon hours before 
evening services for the 
Jewish holiday of Shavuot, 
Israeli emergency services 
said. No injuries were re- 
ported. 

In the Israeli air assault early 
Sunday, families were bur- 
ied under piles of cement 
rubble and twisted rebar. A 
yellow canary lay crushed 
on the ground. Shards of 
glass and debris covered 
streets blocks away from 
the major downtown thor- 
oughfare where the three 
buildings were hit over 
the course of five minutes 
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A woman reacts while standing near the rubble of a building that was destroyed by an Israeli 
airstrike on Saturday that housed The Associated Press, broadcaster Al-Jazeera and other media 
outlets, in Gaza City, Sunday, May 16, 2021. 
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Refugees arriving in U.S. unlikely to exceed cap set by Trump 


By JULIE WATSON and MAT- 
THEW LEE 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden, under po- 
litical pressure, agreed to 
admit four times as many 
refugees this budget year 
as his predecessor did, 
but resettlement agencies 
concede the number actu- 
ally allowed into the US. will 
be closer to the record-low 
cap of 15,000 set by former 
President Donald Trump. 
Refugee advocates say 
they are grateful for the 
increase because it’s sym- 
bolically important to show 
the world the United States 
is back as a humanitarian 
leader at a time when the 
number of refugees world- 
wide is the highest since 
World War Il. But they're 
frustrated, too, because 
more refugees could have 
been admitted if Biden 
hadn't dragged his feet. 
“About 10,000 to 15,000 is 
what we're expecting,” 
said Jenny Yang of World 
Relief, adding that Biden’s 
inaction for months after 
taking office in January was 
“definitely problematic.” 
“That delay meant not be- 
ing able to process refu- 
gee applications for four 
months. We weren't able 
to rebuild for four months, 
so it really was’ unfortu- 
nate,” Yang said. 

Biden first proposed rais- 
ing the cap to 62,500 in 
February in a plan submit- 
ted to Congress, but then 
refused to sign off on it for 
two months before com- 
ing back April 16 and sug- 
gesting he was sticking with 
Trump's target. 
Democratic allies and refu- 
gee advocates lambasted 
him, saying he was reneg- 
iINg on his campaign prom- 
ise In the face of bipartisan 
criticism over his handling 
of an increase in unaccom- 
panied migrant children at 
the U.S.-Mexico border. 

“To be clear: The asylum 
process at the southern 
border and the refugee 
orocess are completely 
separate immigration §sys- 
tems. 

Conflating the two consti- 
tutes caving to the politics 
of fear,” said Democratic 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal of 
Connecticut, a member of 


the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 
Weeks 


later, on May 3, 





With a family history that 
includes two. step-parents 
who fled Europe during 


reporters this month. 
The Office of Refugee Re- 
settlement also has been 


In this Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021, file photo, Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas looks 
on as President Joe Biden signs an executive order on immigration, in the Oval Office of the White 
House in Washington. 


Biden raised the cap. 

So far this year only about 
2,000 refugees have ar- 
rived, with less than five 
months left before the fiscal 
year ends on Sept. 30. 
More than 35,000 refugees 
have been vetted and 
approved to come to the 
United States, but thou- 
sands were disqualified 
under the narrow eligibility 
criteria Trump established 
in October when he set the 
low cap. 

By the time Biden expand- 
ed the eligibility, many 
health screenings and 
documents were no lon- 
ger valid, according to re- 
settlement agencies. And if 
someone had a baby dur- 
ing that time, then the en- 
tire family could be stalled. 
Even under the best cir- 
cumstances, if can take 
two months for each case 
to be updated. 

Before the Trump admin- 
istration’s drastic cuts, the 
United States had admit- 
ted more refugees each 
year than all other coun- 
ties combined under a 
program now 41 years old. 


and after WWII, Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
oushed to restore that 
leadership by significantly 
boosting the cap in the 
early days of the adminis- 
tration. 

The State Department rec- 
ommended to the White 
House the ceiling be set at 
62,500, officials said. 

But a senior official familiar 
with Blinken’s thinking said It 
quickly became clear that 
the State Department offic- 
es responsible for refugee 
resettlement had been so 
gutted that they wouldn't 
be able to process and ab- 
sorb that number of refu- 
gees. 

The official, who spoke 
on condition of anonym- 
ity because he was not 
authorized to speak pub- 
licly about the matter, de- 
scribed the situation as 
“aspiration meeting reality” 
and said Blinken reluctant- 
ly concluded that 62,500 
wouldn't be possible in the 
short term. 

“It turned out there was 
even more damage done 
than we knew,” Blinken told 
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taxed by the jump in un- 
accompanied migrant 
children coming to the 
U.S. border, according to 
the administration. Some 
$85 million was diverted 
from refugee resettlement 
money to help care for the 
children, government doc- 
uments published by The 
New York Times show. 
Biden did not want to prom- 
ise something he wasn’t 
sure was possible, Blinken 
said. 

“SO we needed to take 
some time to make sure 
that the resources were in 
place, the people were in 
place, the programs were 
in place to actually receive 
refugees coming in,” he 
said. 

The Trump administration 
had cut U.S. staff overseas 
who interview’ refugees 
by 117 officers. As a result, 
the number of interviews 
that were conducted fell 
by one-third in 2019 com- 
pared with those done in 
2016 under the Obama 
administration. That num- 
ber fell off almost entirely in 
2020 because of the coro- 


navirus pandemic. 

Due to travel restrictions in 
and out of refugee process- 
ing sites worldwide, the U.S. 
susoended refugee arrivals 
from March 19 to July 29 of 
last year except for emer- 
gency cases. Only 11,800 
refugees were admitted 
in the 2020 fiscal year, the 
lowest number in the history 
of the program. 

The administration is work- 
ing on rehiring that staff 
and addressing the back- 
log, including by making 
it possible to conduct in- 
terviews by video telecon- 
ferencing instead of doing 
them in person, deputy 
State Department spokes- 
woman Jalina Porter said. 
But if can take months to 
train new officers. 

The government is also try- 
ing to tackle the layers of 
vetting put in place by 
the Trump administration, 
which brought the process 
nearly to a standstill and 
required, for instance, that 
refugees submit 10 years 
of addresses, something 
nearly impossible to do for 
people who have been on 
the move. 

Biden has pledged money 
to expand the operations 
of resettlement agencies, 
which are paid by the fed- 
eral government per refu- 
gee served. With the refu- 
gee numbers way down, 
the agencies were forced 
to close about 100 offic- 
es nationwide during the 
Trump administration. 
Some agencies so far have 
only been able to cobble 
together a few dozen qual- 
ified people after losing 
their experienced staff. 
They also need time fo re- 
establish their partnerships 
with landlords, employ- 
ers and others who have 
helped refugees get es- 
tablished in communities, a 
challenge with increasing 
housing prices and other 
added constraints related 
to the pandemic. 

The “sad truth” Biden 
warned when he finally set 
the target at 62,500 is that 
goal won't be achieved. 
Instead, the administration 
and advocates are work- 
ing to fix the program by 
2022 when Biden has prom- 
ised to raise the ceiling to 
125,000.\_) 
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Minneapolis suburb OKs roadmap for policing changes 


BROOKLYN CENTER, Minn. 
(AP) — Elected officials in a 
Minneapolis suburb where 
a police officer fatally shot 
Daunte Wright during a traf- 
fic stop in April approved a 
resolution that puts the city 
on track to major changes 
to its policing practices. 
The Brooklyn Center City 
Council voted 4-1 Satur- 
day in favor of a resolution 
that would create new 
divisions of Unarmed civil- 
ian employees to handle 
non-moving traffic viola- 
tions and respond to men- 
tal health crises. It also limits 
situations in which officers 
can make arrests and re- 
quires more de-escalation 
efforts by police before 
using deadly force. In ad- 
dition, a new Department 
of Community Safety and 
Violence Prevention would 
be formed to oversee ef- 
forts On COMmunity health 
and public safety, led by a 
director with public health 
expertise. 

The city attorney and may- 
or have said that adopting 
the resolution commits the 
city to change, though It Is 
not a final action. 

The resolution “will estab- 
lish a new north star for our 
community, one that will 
keep all of us safe,” said 
Brooklyn Center Mayor 
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In this April 14, 2021, file photo, police shine lights on a demonstrator with raised hands during a 
protest outside the Brooklyn Center Police Department on in Brooklyn Center, Minn., over the fatal 


shooting of Daunte Wright. 


Mike Elliott. “It says that we, 
as your elected leaders, 
are committing ourselves. 
And that you can hold us 
accountable for achieving 
those goals.” 

Elliott introduced the reso- 
lution last week, less than a 
month after then-Brooklyn 
Center Officer Kim  Pot- 
ter, who is white, fatally 
shot Wright, a 20-year-old 
Black motorist. The city’s 
police chief, who has since 
stepped down, has said he 


believed Potter meant to 
use her Taser on Wright dur- 
ing the April 11 stop instead 
of her handgun. Body cam- 
era video shows her shout- 
ing “Taser!” multiple times 
before firing. The shooting 
ignited days of unrest. 

Council Members Marquita 
Butler, April Graves and Dan 
Ryan joined Elliott in voting 
for the resolution. Council 
Member Kris Lawrence- 
Anderson voted against 
it, saying that the council 
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hadn't taken enough time 
to weigh the proposal, the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune re- 


ported. 
The three-hour meeting 
included testimony from 


Wright's family as well as 
the family of Kobe Dimock- 
Heisler, who also was killed 
by Brooklyn Center police. 
“| truly believe If this was im- 
plemented prior to April 11, 
our son would still be with us 
today,” said Katie Wright, 
Daunte’'s mother. 


Potter, who is charged 
with second-degree man- 
slaughter in his death, re- 
signed within days of the 
shooting. Police have said 
Wright was pulled over 
for expired tags, but they 
sought to arrest him after 
discovering an outstanding 
warrant. The warrant was 
for his failure to appear in 
court on charges that he 
fled from officers and had 
a gun without a permit dur- 
iINg an encounter with Min- 
neapolis police in June. 
Dozens of citizens sooke at 
Saturday’s council meet- 
ing. In one tense moment, 
aman said he didn't agree 
with having unarmed peo- 
ple pull over drivers. He 
then turned to Wright and 
said: “Your son was killed, 
not because of a traffic 
stop In my mind. But be- 
cause he had warrants.” 
The man was drowned out 
by boos. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Minnesota called 
the proposal “an impor- 
tant first move” in chang- 
ing policing. But several 
police groups have raised 
concerns, saying parts of 
the resolution conflict with 
state law and will Out OUb- 
lic safety aft risk. 

No police officers sooke at 
Saturday's meeting.) 








Faucisays pandemic exposed ‘undeniable effects of racism’ 


ATLANTA (AP) — The im- 
munologist who leads the 
COVID-19 response in the 
United States said Sunday 
that “the undeniable ef- 
fects of racism” have led 
to unacceptable health 
disparities that especially 
hurt African Americans, 


Hisoanics and Native 
Americans during’ the 
pandemic. 


“COVID-19 has shone a 
bright light on our own 
society’s failings,” Dr. An- 
thony Fauci said during a 
graduation ceremony for 
Emory University. 

Speaking by webcast 
from Washington, Fauci 
told the graduates in At- 
lanta that many members 
of minority groups work in 
essential jobs where they 
might be exposed to the 
coronavirus. He also said 


they are more likely to be- 
come infected if exposed 
because of medical con- 
ditions such as hyperten- 
sion, chronic lung disease, 
diabetes or obesity. 

“Now, very few of these 
comorbidities have racial 
determinants,” Fauci said. 
“Almost all relate to the so- 
cial determinants of health 
dating back to disadvan- 
tageous conditions that 
some people of color find 
themselves in from birth re- 
garding the availability of 
an adequate diet, access 
to health care and the un- 
deniable effects of racism 
In our society.” 

Fauci said that once soci- 
ety returns to “some form 
of normality,” people 
should not forget that in- 
fectious disease has dis- 
proportionally hospitalized 


and killed people of color. 
Fauci on Sunday was 
awarded the Emory Uni- 
versity president's medal. 
Previous recipients include 
former President Jimmy 
Carter, the Dalai Lama 
and the late U.S. Rep. John 
Lewis, a civil rights icon. 
In accepting the award, 
Fauci denounced the de- 
struction of division. 


“Societal divisiveness _ is 
counterproductive in a 
pandemic,” Fauci said. 


“We must not be at odds 
with each other since the 
virus is the enemy, not 
each other.” 

He praised the graduates 
for handling the profound 
disruption of the pandem- 
te 

“Not since the influenza 
pandemic of 1918 has 
humanity faced a public 








Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, speaks during a Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing to examine an update 
from Federal officials on efforts to combat COVID-19, Tuesday, 
May 11, 2021 on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


health crisis of this magni- 
tude,” he said. “Each of 
you deserves enormous 
resoect for your extraor- 
dinary adaptability, resil- 
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ience and dedication to 
learning, completing your 
studies and graduating 
despite immense difficul- 
ties and uncertainties.) 
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U.S. rail industry defends safety record amid staffing cuts 


By JOSH FUNK 

AP Business Writer 

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Even 
as railroads are operating 
longer and longer freight 
trains that sometimes 
stretch for miles, the com- 
panies have _— drastically 
reduced _ staffing levels, 
prompting unions to warn 
that moves meant to in- 
crease profits could endan- 
ger safety and even result 
in disasters. 

More than 22% of the jobs 
at railroads Union Pacific, 
CSX and Norfolk South- 
ern have been eliminated 
since 2017, when CSX im- 
plemented a cost-cutting 
system called Precision 
Scheduled Railroading that 
most other U.S. railroads lat- 
er copied. BNSF, the largest 
U.S. railroad and the only 
one that hasn't expressly 
adopted that model, has 
still made staff cuts to im- 
prove efficiency and re- 
main competitive. 

The railroads acknowledge 
they have cut staff, length- 
ened trains and made 
other adjustments to re- 
duce spending, but they 
are adamant none of the 
changes increase dangers. 
Regulators at the Federal 
Railroad Administration 
say they are tracking the 
changes and that the data 
so far does not show the 
new operating model is 
unsafe. But Unions Counter 
that with the stakes so high 
any time a train derails, the 
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In this April 2, 2021, file photo train consists are formed at Norfolk and Southern Railroad’s Conway 


Yard in Conway, Pa. 


new system is risky. 

“Every time the wheels 
come off the rail, it’s kind of 
like buying a lottery ticket to 
the big disaster,” said Jason 
Cox with the carmen divi- 
sion of the Transportation 
Communications Union. 
Precision Scheduled Rail- 
roading calls for running 
fewer, longer trains with a 
mix of freight to reduce the 
number of crews and loco- 
motives needed to deliver 
millions of tons of goods 
nationwide. The railroads 
also operate their trains 
on more of a set schedule 
now, with fewer stoops and 


pickups, and they have 
eliminated shorter, _ less- 
orofitable routes. 

By increasing the length of 
trains, railroads can reduce 
total trios, cut down on the 
number of engines and 
railcars needing mainte- 
nance, and manage with 
fewer employees. Some 
trains now stretch longer 
than 2 miles (3.2 kilome- 
ters). Union Pacific said the 
average of its maximum 
train length has grown 
more than 30% to 9,250 
feet, which is 1.75 miles (2.8 
kilometers), since it started 
using the new operating 
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model in 2018, and the rail- 
road is expanding track sid- 
ings throughout its network 
to accommodate much 
longer trains. 

The railroads say they abide 
by federal regulations for 
car and signal inspections 
and that human. inspec- 
tions are supplemented by 
high-tech systems that can 
scan tracks and railcars for 
defects. 

They also say safety has 
improved overall over the 
past five years. All the ma- 
jor railroads issued _ state- 
ments defending their safe- 
ty records and citing invest- 


ments they have made in 
their networks. 

“Across the board, | do not 
see evidence of our work- 
force at Union Pacific be- 
ing rushed, overworked 
or put in harm’s way. | just 
don’t see it statistically,” 
said Lance Fritz, CEO of 
Union Pacific, the nation’s 
second-largest railroad. 
CSX officials said most of 
the key safety measures 
they track like employee 
injuries and train accidents 
have improved since it 
started using the Precision 
Scheduled Railroading op- 
erating model. 

“We do not move freight at 
the expense of the safety 
of our employees or the 
communities where we op- 
erate,’ CSX sookeswoman 
Cindy Schild said. 

The head of the House 
Committee on_ Transpor- 
tation and _ Infrastructure, 
Oregon Democratic Rep. 
Peter DeFazio, last week 
asked the Government Ac- 
countability Office to study 
Precision Scheduled Rail- 
roading’s impact on safety 
and the industry overall. 
Independent expert Da- 
vid Clarke, director of the 
University of Tennessee's 
Center for Transportation 
Research, said the safety 
data is inconclusive. 

“Right now | just haven't 
seen anything to demon- 
strate that it’s definitely 
having a negative impact 
on safety,” Clarke said.lJ 





Crews battle Los Angeles wildfire that forced evacuations 





A firefighter keeps watch as a firefighting helicopter drops 
water on a brush fire scorching at least 100 acres in the Pacific 
Palisades area of Los Angeles on Saturday, May 15, 2021. 


By CHRISTOPHER WEBER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 


Associated Press 


smoky wildfire =churning 
through a Los Angeles can- 
yon community gained 


strength Sunday as about 
a thousand residents re- 
mained under evacuation 
orders, authorities said. 
Cooler weather early in 
the day gave firefight- 
ers a break, but by after- 
noon flames starting mov- 
iINg again in steep terrain 
where. tinder-dry vegeta- 
tion hasn't burned in a half- 
century, the Los Angeles 
Fire Department said. 
“We're definitely seeing in- 
creased fire activity,” said 
department sookeswoman 
Margaret Stewart. 

No structures were dam- 
aged and no injuries were 
reported in the wildfire that 
broke out late Friday in the 
Santa Monica Mountains. 


It smoldered for much of 
Saturday before erupting in 
the afternoon. 

A thousand or so residents 
of the Topanga Canyon 
area were ordered to 
evacuate their homes as 
flames raced along ridg- 
es, sending a huge plume 
of smoke and raining ash 
across surrounding neigh- 
borhoods and the U.S. 101 
freeway to the north. 

By midday Sunday the 
fire had charred about 2 
square miles (5.1 square 
kilometers) of brush and 
trees. There was no con- 
tainment. 

Los Angeles has seen very 
little rain in recent months, 
making for extremely 


parched conditions and 
high fire risk. The cause of 
the fire near Topanga State 
Park has been deemed 
“suspicious” and is under 
investigation, the fire de- 
partment said. There were 
reports of a possible arson 
suspect spotted in the area 
Saturday, but a search by 
the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department didn’t 
find anyone, Stewart said. 
Crews relied on. aircraft 
making drops of water and 
retardant because “the 
terrain is very steep and 
extremely difficult to navi- 
gate which hinders ground 
based firefighting opera- 
tions,” a fire department 
statement said.) 
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Continued from Front 

The hostilities have repeat- 
edly escalated over the 
past week, marking the 
worst fighting in the territo- 
ry that is home to 2 million 
Palestinians since Israel and 
Hamas devastating 2014 
wor. 

| have not seen this level of 
destruction through my 14 
years of work," said Samir 
al-Khatib an emergency 
rescue Official in Gaza. "Not 
even in the 2014 war." 
Rescuers furiously dug 
through the rubble using 
excavators and bulldozers 
amid clouds of heavy dust. 
One shouted "Can you 
hear me?" into a hole. "Are 
you OK?" he asked. Min- 
utes later, first resoonders 
pulled a survivor out. The 
Gaza Health Ministry said 
16 women and 10 children 
were among those killed, 
with more than 50 people 
wounded. 

Haya Abdelal, 21, who lives 
in a building next to one 
that was destroyed, said 
she was sleeping when 
the airstrikes sent her flee- 
ing into the street. She ac- 
cused Israel of not giving its 
Usual warning to residents 
to leave before launching 
such an attack.'We are 
tired," she said, "We need a 
truce. We can't bear it any- 
more." 

The Israeli army sookesper- 
son's office said the strike 
targeted Hamas “"under- 
ground military § infrastruc- 
ture." As a result of the strike, 
"the underground § facility 
collapsed, causing the cli- 
villian houses’ foundations 
above them to collapse as 
well, leading to unintended 
casualties," if said. 

Among those reported 
killed was Dr. Ayman Abu 
Al-Ouf, the head of the 
internal medicine depart- 
ment at Shifa Hospital and 
Qa senior member of the 
hospital's coronavirus man- 
agement committee. Two 
of Abu AlOuf's teenage 
children and two. other 
family members were also 
buried under the rubble. 
The death of the 51-year- 
old physician "was a huge 
loss at a very sensitive time," 
said Mohammed Abu Sel- 
mia, the director of Shifa. 
Gaza's health care system, 
already gutted by an Israeli 
and Egyptian blockade im- 
posed after Hamas seized 
power from rival Palestinian 
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Israeli police scuffle with protesters in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of east Jerusalem Saturday, 
May 15, 2021. 


forces in 2007, had been 
struggling with a surge in 
coronavirus infections even 
before the latest conflict. 
Israel's airstrikes have lev- 
eled a number of Gaza 
City's tallest office and resi- 
dential buildings, alleging 
they contain Hamas military 
infrastructure. Among them 
was the building housing 
The Associated Press office 
and those of other media 
outlets. 

Sally Buzbee, the AP's ex- 
ecutive editor, called for 
an independent investiga- 
tion into the airstrike that 
destroyed the AP office on 
Saturday. 

Netanyahu alleged that 
Hamas military intelligence 
was operating inside the 
building and said Sunday 
that Israel had shared what 
it said was evidence of 
Hamas presence through 
intelligence channels. 
Neither the White House 
nor the State Department 
would say if any American 
official had seen it. 

It's a perfectly legitimate 
target,' Netanyahu told 
CBS's Face the Nation. 
Asked if he had provided 
any evidence of Hamas' 
presence in the building 
in a call Saturday with U.S. 
President Joe Biden, Ne- 
tanyahu said: "We pass it 
through our intelligence 
people." 

Buzbee called for any such 
evidence to be laid out. 


"We are in a conflict situa- 
tion,’ Buzbee said. "We do 
not take sides in that con- 
flict. We heard Israelis say 
they have evidence; we 
dont know what that evi- 
dence Is." 

The AP had operated from 
the building for 15 years, 
including through three 
previous wars between Is- 
rael and Hamas. The news 
agency's cameras, oper- 
ating from its top floor of- 
fice and roof terrace, of- 
fered 24-hour live shots as 
militants’ rockets arched 
toward Israel and Israeli air- 
strikes hammered the city 
and its surroundings. 

"We think it's appropriate at 
this point for there to be an 
independent look at what 
happened yesterday — 
an independent investiga- 
tion, Buzbee said. 

The latest outbreak of vio- 
lence began in east Je- 
rusalem last month, when 
Palestinians clashed with 
police in response to Israeli 
police tactics during Rama- 
dan and the threatened 
eviction of dozens of Pales- 
tinian families by Jewish set- 
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tlers. A focus of the clashes 
was the Al-Aqsa Mosque, a 
frequent flashpoint located 
on a hilltop Compound re- 
vered by both Muslims and 
Jews. 

Hamas began firing rockets 
toward Jerusalem on Mon- 
day, triggering the Israeli 
assault on Gaza. 

At least 188 Palestinians 
have been killed in the hun- 
dreds of airstrikes in Gaza, 
including 55 children and 
33 women, with 1,230 peo- 
ole wounded. Eight people 
in Israel have been killed in 
some of the 3,100 rocket at- 
tacks launched from Gaza, 
including a 5-year-old boy 
and a soldier. 

Hamas and the Islamic Ji- 
had militant group have 
acknowledged 20 fighters 
killed in the fighting. Israel 
says the real number Is far 
higher and has released 
the names and photos of 
two dozen alleged opera- 
tives it says were "eliminat- 
ed." 

The assault has displaced 
some 34,000 Palestinians 
from their homes, U.N. Mid- 
east envoy Tor Wennesland 
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told an emergency meet- 
ing of the U.N. Security 
Council, where eight for- 
eign ministers sooke about 
the conflict. 

Efforts by China, Norway 
and Tunisia to get the U.N. 
body to issue a statement, 
including a call for the ces- 
sation of hostilities, have 
been blocked by the Unit- 
ed States, which, accord- 
ing to diplomats, is con- 
cerned it could interfere 
with diplomatic efforts to 
stop the violence. 
Palestinian Foreign Minis- 
ter Riad Al-Malki urged the 
Security Council to take 
action to end Israeli at- 
tacks. Israel's U.N. ambas- 
sador, Gilad Erdan, urged 
the council to condemn 
Hamas' "indiscriminate and 
unprovoked attacks." 

The turmoil has also fueled 
orotests in the occupied 
West Bank and stoked vio- 
lence within Israel between 
its Jewish and Arab citizens, 
with clashes and vigilante 


attacks on people and 
oroperty. 

On Sunday, a_— driver 
rammed into an_ Israeli 


checkpoint in the east Je- 
rusalem neighborhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah — where Pal- 
estinian families have been 
threatened with eviction 
— injuring six officers before 
police shot and killed the 
attacker, Israeli police said. 
The violence also sparked 
pro-Palestinian protests in 
cities across Europe and 
the United States. 

Israel appears to have 
stepped up strikes in re- 
cent days to inflict as much 
damage as possible on 
Hamas as __ international 
mediators work to end the 
fighting and stave off an 
Israeli ground invasion in 
Gaza. The Israeli military 
said it destroyed the home 
Sunday of Gaza's top 
Hamas leader, Yahiyeh Sin- 
war, In the southern town 
of Khan Younis. If was the 
third such attack in the last 
two days on the homes of 
senior Hamas leaders, who 
have gone underground.L) 
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Myanmar junta attacks western town that resisted coup 


By GRANT PECK 

Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — The USS. 
and British embassies in 
Myanmar expressed con- 
cern about reports of fierce 
government attacks on a 
town in western Chin state, 
where the ruling junta de- 
clared martial law because 
of armed resistance to miili- 
tary rule. 

The fighting began around 
6 a.m. Saturday when gov- 
ernment troops reinforced 
by helicopters began shell- 
ing the western part of the 
town of Mindat, destroy- 
ing several homes, said a 
sookesman of the Chinland 
Defence Force. It is a lo- 
cally formed militia group 
opposed to the February 
coup that ousted the elect- 
ed government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi. 

Helicopters also took part 
in the attack, according to 
the spokesman, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
for security reasons. 
“Mindat town is now under 
siege and is bracing for an 
all-out assault by the jun- 
ta troops from air and by 
land,” said a statement by 
the Chin Human Rights Or- 
ganization. 

The shadow National Uni- 
ty Government, set up 
by lawmakers who were 
blocked by the army from 
taking their seats in Parlia- 
ment, warned that “within 
the next 48 hours, Mindat 
can potentially become 
a battleground and thou- 
sands of people are fac- 





Anti-c -coup pipietters flash the three-finger salute during a demonstration in Yangon, Myanmar, 


Friday, May 14, 2021. 


ing the danger of being 
displaced.” Many have 
already left the town of 
about 50,000 people, said 
a resident contacted by 
oOhone who was also flee- 
ing. 

The Mindat Township Peo- 
ple’s Administration, an- 
other opposition grouping, 
claimed that 15 young 
men had been seized by 
government troops and 
used as human shields. It 
said at least five defenders 
of the town had been killed 
in clashes and aft least 10 
others wounded. 

None of these details could 
be independently verified, 
but a Myanmar state tele- 
vision broadcast Saturday 
night reported that fight- 


INg was going on, and ac- 
knowledged the town's de- 
fenders have been putting 
Up stiff resistance against 
the army. 

“The military's use of weap- 
ons of war against civilians, 
including this week in Min- 
dat, is a further demon- 
stration of the depths the 
regime will sink to to hold 
onto power,” the British Em- 
bassy said on Twitter. “We 
call on the military to cease 
violence against civilians.” 
The U.S. Embassy said it was 
“aware of increasing vio- 
lence in Mindat, including 
reports of the military shoot- 
ing civilians,” and urged 
that evidence of atrocities 
be sent to U.N. investiga- 
tors. 


Associated Press 


Detailed tallies compiled by 
several different watchdog 
groups say government se- 
curity forces have killed up- 
wards of 750 protesters and 
bystanders as they have 
tied to suppress Opposi- 
tion to the military’s seizure 
of power. In April, security 
forces were accused of kill- 
ing more than 80 people in 
one day fo destroy street 
barricades that militants 
had set up as strongholds in 
the city of Bago. 

IN many or most cases, Po- 
lice and soldiers were try- 
ing to break up peaceful 
protests, though as they 
increased the use of le- 
thal force, some protesters 
fought back in self-defense. 
In recent weeks there has 
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been an upsurge in small 
bombings in many cities, 
mostly causing little dam- 
age and few casualties. 
The junta says the death 
toll is less than 300, and the 
use of force was justified to 
quash what it calls riots. 
Mindat’s resisters are only 
lightly armed, mostly with 
a traditional type of single- 
shot hunting rifle, but the 
territory around the town Is 
mountainous and wooded, 
favoring defenders over at- 
tackers. 

The report on state televi- 
sion MRTV listed past at- 
tacks on government forc- 
es and installations, most 
recently on Thursday, when 
it claimed a force of about 
100 blocked security forces 
from entering the town, de- 
stroying one vehicle and 
leaving an unspecified 
number of security forces 
dead and missing. 

In a later attack, if said, an 
even bigger force was said 
to have launched an at- 
tack from the city on securi- 
ty forces patrolling nearby, 
destroying six vehicles and 
causing an_ unspecified 
number of government ca- 
sualties. 

The opposition govern- 
ment earlier this month an- 
nounced a plan to unify 
groups such as the Chin- 
land Defense Force into a 
national “People’s Defense 
Force,” which would serve 
as a precursor to a “Fed- 
eral Union Army” of demo- 
cratic forces including eth- 
nic minorities.L]} 





NEW DELHI (AP) — A severe 


tolls, as virus lockdown 


rains, said Pramod Sawant, 


severe cyclone deacbehatah toward southern India; 6 dead 





A police officer holds an umbrella to protect himself from 
the rain as he enforces a lockdown to curb the spread of the 
coronavirus in Kochi, Kerala state, India, Sunday, May 16, 2021. 


Associated Press 


cyclone is roaring in the 
Arabian Sea off southwest- 
ern India with winds of up to 
140 koh (87 mph), already 
causing heavy rains and 
flooding that have killed 
at least six people, officials 
said Sunday. 

Cyclone Tauktae, the sea- 
son's first major storm, Is 
expected to make landfall 
early Tuesday in Gujarat 
state, a statement by the 


India Meteorological De- 
partment said. 
The massive storm. will 


likely hamper India’s fight 
against a coronavirus surge 
that’s sweeping the coun- 
try with devastating death 


measures may slow relief 
work and damage from 
the storm could potentially 
destroy roads and cut vital 
supply lines. 

In areas along the Arabi- 
an Sea coast, four people 
were killed and 73 villages 
badly damaged on Sun- 
day, according to the 
southwestern Karnataka 
state’s disaster manage- 
ment authority. 

A woman was killed when 
a coconut tree fell on her 
and a man riding a scoot- 
er was hit by an uprooted 
electric pole in the west- 
ern state of Goa lashed by 
stormy winds and heavy 


the state’s top elected of- 
ficial. 

Nearly 2,500 government 
rescuer workers have been 
deployed in six states on 
Cyclone Tauktae’s path — 
Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Gujarat, Maharash- 
tra and Goa — equipped 
with wireless radios, satellite 
ohones, cutters and tools 
needed for post-cyclone 
operations. 

The storm, moving at a 
speed of 11 kph (7 mph), 
was currently 660 kilometers 
(410 miles) south-southeast 
of Veraval in Gujarat state, 
the India Meteorological 
Department said.L] 
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Afghan cease-fire ends amid calls for fresh peace talks 
, 


| 
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By KATHY GANNON and 
TAMEEM AKHGAR 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
— A three-day cease-fire 
marked by violent attacks 
— most claimed by the Is- 
lamic State group — end- 
ed Sunday in Afghanistan 
amid calls for renewed 
peace talks between the 
government and Taliban. 
Taliban political spokes- 
man Suhail Shaheen said 
the negotiating teams of 
the government and the 
Iskamic Emirate, as the Tal- 
iban refer to their ousted re- 
gime, met briefly Saturday 
in the Middle Eastern State 
of Qatar. They renewed 
their commitment to find- 
ing a peaceful end to the 
war and called for an ear- 
ly start to talks that have 
been stalled, he said. 

The U.S. has been press- 
ing for accelerated talks 
as it withdraws the last of 
its 2,500-3,500 soldiers and 
NATO its remaining 7,000 
allied forces. 

Even as the Taliban and 
government signed on to 
the cease-fire, which was 
declared to mark the Islam- 
ic holiday of Eid-al-Fitr, vio- 
lence continued unabated 
in Afghanistan. A bombing 
Friday in a mosque north of 
the capital killed 12 worship- 
pers, including the prayer 
leader. Another 15 people 
were wounded. The Tal- 
iban denied involvement 





Schoolgirls sit inside a classroom with bouquets of flowers on empty desks as a tribute to those 
killed in the brutal May 8 bombing of the Syed Al-Shahda girls school, in Kabul, Afghanistan, 


Sunday, May 16, 2021. 


and blamed the govern- 
ment intelligence agency. 
In a statement Sunday, the 
IS affiliate took responsibility 
for the mosque attack, say- 
ing its fighters planted an 
explosive device in “a wor- 
shio place for disbelievers 
Sufis,” killing the “apostate 
Imam,” or prayer leader. 
The statement claimed 40 
worshipers were wounded. 
The IS also claimed it blew 
Up several electrical grid 
stations over the weekend. 
That leff the capital Kabul 
in the dark for much of the 
three-day holiday that fol- 


lowed the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan. 

IN posts on its affiliated 
websites, IS claimed addi- 
tional attacks over the last 
two weeks that destroyed 
13 electrical grid stations in 
several provinces. The sta- 
tions bring imported pow- 
er from the Central Asian 
countries of Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan. 

The attacks have left nine 
provinces including Kabul 
with disrupted power sup- 
plies, said Sanger Niazai, a 
government spokesman. 
There was also concern 


Associated Press 


that local warlords, de- 
manding protection mon- 
ey from the government to 
safeguard stations in areas 
they control, may have 
been behind some of the 
destruction. 

At least one local warlord 
was arrested last year af- 
ter demanding protection 
money. 

On Sunday in the mostly 
Shiite neighborhood — of 
Dasht-e-Barchi, parents of 
scores of young girls killed 
in a brutal May 8 bombing 
demonstrated to demand 
the government provide 


them with greater security. 
They said 90 people were 
killed, most of them. stu- 
dents of Syed Al-Shahda 
girls school, in the bomb- 
ings outside the school. No 
one took responsibility but 
the IS affiliate has declared 
war on the country’s minor- 
ity Shiites. 

The seemingly unstoppable 
violence in Afghanistan 
has residents and regional 
countries fearful the final 
withdrawal of U.S. and 
NATO soldiers could lead 
to further chaos. Washing- 
ton said it wants Its last sol- 
dier out of Afghanistan by 
Sept. 11 at the latest, but 
the withdrawal is progress- 
ing quickly and a Western 
official familiar with the exit 
said it is likely fo be com- 
pleted by early July. He 
sooke on condition of ano- 
nymity because details of 
the withdrawal are not be- 
INg made public. 

On Saturday, China’s For- 
eign Minister Wang Yi ex- 
pressed concern about 
the rapid withdrawal of 
U.S. and NATO forces in 
a phone call with Paki- 
stan Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi. 

Wang called the with- 
drawal hasty and warmed 
it would “severely” impact 
the Afghan peace process 
and negatively affect re- 
gional stability, He called 
on the United Nations to 
play a greater role. L) 





Israeli paramedics: 2 dead in synagogue bleacher collapse 


By ILAN BEN ZION 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
medics said at least two 
people were killed and 
more than 150 injured after 
a bleacher collapsed at an 
uncompleted West Bank 
synagogue on Sunday, the 
eve of a major Jewish holi- 
day. 

The bleacher was packed 
with ultra-Orthodox wor- 
shippers and collapsed 
during prayers at the be- 
ginning of Shavuot. A 
sookesman for Magen Da- 
vid Adom told Channel 13 
that paramedics had treat- 
ed over 157 people for in- 
juries and pronounced two 
dead, a man in his 50s and 
q 12-year-old boy. 


Rescue workers were on 
the scene, treating the in- 
jured and taking people to 
the hospital. The collapse 
comes weeks after 45 ultra- 
Orthodox Jews were killed 
ina stampede at a religious 
festival in northern Israel. 
The Israeli military said in 
a statement that it dis- 
patched medics and other 
search and rescue troops 
to assist at the scene. Army 
helicopters were airlifting 
the injured. 

Amateur footage showed 
the collapse Sunday during 
evening prayers in Givat 
Zeev, a West Bank settle- 
ment just north of Jerusa- 
lem. The — ultra-Orthodox 
synagogue was packed 
with hundreds of people. 


Shavuot is a spring harvest 
festival that also marks the 
day in the Jewish calendar 
on which the Torah was 
given to Moses on Mount 
Sinai. It Is — traditionally 
marked with all-night Torah 
study and the consumption 
of dairy. 

The mayor of Givat Zeev 
said the building was un- 
finshed and dangerous, 
and that the police had 
ignored previous calls to 
take action. Jerusalem 
police chief Doron Turge- 
man said the disaster was a 
case of “negligence” and 
that there would likely be 
arrests. 

Television footage from the 
scene showed the five-sto- 
ry building was incomplete, 
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with exposed concrete, re- 
bar, and wooden boards, 
and plastic sheeting as 
windows. A sign in Hebrew 





An empty synagogue is seen in Givat Zeev, outside Jerusalem, 


Associated Press 


pasted to a wall of the 
building warned that “for 
safety reasons entrance to 
the site is forbidden.” L) 
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NOW OPEN Fit2/ly 
COVID-19 Testing Center 
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NEW: Rapid PCR Test: 
Result in 30 minutes! 


Antigen Test: $50 


URGENT CARE 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! i PcR Test also available 
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MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers: 
Just introduced a game changer: Rapid PCR, 
minutes not hours to get your results. 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Center is your best option for the post vacation CO- 
VID-19 test which is now required by the U.S. before 
returning home. All passengers going to the United 
States, including U.S. citizens, are required to have a 
negative (antigen or PCR) COVID-19 test result of a 
test taken maximum three days prior to boarding the 
flight, or documentation of recovery from COVID-19. 
MedCare’s testing centers in and close to the hotels 
provide you with an easy and secure solution. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that is soe- 
cialized in urgent care for tourists and that has been ap- 
pointed as the national COVID-19 clinic for tourists, and 
Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service modern medical 
laboratory with state-of-the-art equioment, have part- 
nered up to provide fast and reliable COVID-19 testing 
to all. Laboratorio di Servicio is ISO-15189:2012 accredited 
by the Dutch Council for Accreditation (M317). 


Rapid PCR 

As Aruba resumes fo receive more and more visitors each 
month, one thing has become very clear: testing Is criti- 
cal. Thus far Medcare Clinic has been offering high-vol- 
ume laboratory testing with results in 24 hours or less. The 
newest service on the market is Rapid PCR, where you 
receive your results in minutes not hours. 


Just steps away from you 

The Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are located at the 
Cove Mall and at the Courtyard Aruba Resort at the mill, 
two locations at a stone’s throw from your resort, Con- 
dominium, or other vacation accommodation.. Walk-ins 
are welcome. It is recommended that the tests are done 
timely, as the negative test is only accepted if taken up to 
three days before boarding your flight. MedCare Fit2Fly 
Testing Center at the Cove Mall is opposite the Holiday 
Inn and Is open every day for walk-ins from 8am through 
100m. MedCare’s other location is situated at The Court- 
yard Aruba Resort, is across the street from the RIU Hotel 
and is open every day from 8:30am until 12:300m. 





At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup Testing Centers on site. The 
hotels/resorts at which we have a testing site are: Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, 
Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency, 
Renaissance, and the Ritz-Carlton Resort. Please contact your front desk for more infor- 
mation on our Testing Centers at these properties. 
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Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test that could be either an Antigen Test or a 
nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as the reverse transcription polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR). The price for the Antigen Test is only $50, and the PCR Test is avail- 
able, for $125, The new rapid PCR will be $150 (results in 30 minutes.) MedCare offers the 
easier and substantially cheaper Antigen Test that is acceptable for travel to the U.S. as 
per the CDC guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered by the Aruban visitor insurance. 
Please contact your insurance company to verify If testing costs are insured. Results are 
e-mailed to you within 24 hours of testing. 


Private bookings 

For your convenience, Medcare also offers private testing at your accommodation/ho- 
tel room for a one-time service fee of $120. This fee covers testing up to 10 people (one 
appointment, at one location and a specific time). Additional persons will be charged 
$10 per person. LJ 


To book your test in advance, please contact: 
Pmeme: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 

For more information on MedCare Testing Centers: 
https://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 


1n 1 BYANA 






LOCAL [AS ay 17 MAY 2021 


Ae. 
playa, linda - 


- ¥ ed bekcH We 
et a swe . is. , YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 
‘— = | ] 
iw hy att smdlahasrmr i= Teoh | Lae ae RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 


a hall 


ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 
is Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (2am-4pm) 
sales(Dplayalinda.com or call (+297)}-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-261-4544 


Loyal guests honored at Divi Phoenix 


PALM BEACH - Kimberley Richard- 
son of the Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors 
as Distinguished Visitors of Aruba as 
well as Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba. The symbolic Distinguished 
visitor certificate is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba 10 years 
and more consecutively and the 
Goodwill Ambassador certificate is 
presented to guests who visit Aru- 
ba 20 years or more consecutively. 


The honorees were the lovely Cou- 
ple Mr. Mike & Mrs. Beth Aimone 
as Distinguished Visitors of Aruba, 
and the lovely couple Mr. Ronald 
& Mrs. Marilyn Kreuger as Goodwill 


Adapt & Embrace 
Digital Transformation 


Ambassadors of Aruba. All these 
wonderful faithful visitors all are 
from USA! 


This lovely group of people stated 
that they love the island very much, 
especially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches and 
picturesque sunsets, delicious va- 
riety of foods, its cleanliness, and 
Aruba's warm and friendly people 
whom became like family to them. 


Richardson together with the rep- 
resentatives of the Divi Aruba 
Phoenix presented the certificates 
to the honorees, handed over 
some presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their 
favorite vacation destination and 
as their home-away-from-home.L] 
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AHATA releases Hurricane Preparedness Guide 2021 


ORANJESTAD - The Aruba 
Hotel & Tourism Association 
has distributed their ‘Hurri- 
cane Preparedness Guide 
2021’ to help its members 
plan for the upcoming hur- 
ricane season. 


Tr ree ae 


The 2021 Atlantic hurricane 
season will officially begin 
on June 1, 2021, and end 
on November 30, 2021. 
With 2020 marking the 6th 
consecutive year in a row 
that a named storm was 
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formed before the official 
beginning of hurricane sea- 
son, the National Hurricane 
Center (NHC) will provide 
routine forecasts starting 
May 15. This means that all 
residents, Companies, and 
institutions should be alert 
earlier than the usual June 
| date. 


Despite the fact that Aru- 
ba is below the hurricane 
belt, we are not exempt 
from them and must take 


ie 1 BYANA 





it seriously and prepare. 
According to this year's 
forecast, this season will be 
above average and ‘very 
active’. AHATA’s Hurricane 
Preparedness Guide was 
approved by Aruba’s Crisis 
Management Bureau (Bu- 
requ Rampenbestijding}) 
and has been distributed 
to all 125 members, with 
the hope that companies 
review the document thor- 
oughly and prepare for po- 
tential hurricane activity.LJ 





Covid-19: the status on Aruba 


ORANJESTAD —Rules and protocols 
are being reviewed and evaluat- 
ed on a daily basis and adapted 
as per current situation by a crisis 
team, in order to protect each and 
every one visiting and residing our 
island. 


Current numbers 

There are currently 96 active Covid 
cases on the island. 82 residents 
and 14 non-residents. There are 19 
persons hospitalized of which 7 of 
them are in the Intensive care unit. 
101 persons lost their battle against 
the Covid virus of which 1 of them 


is a non-resident. A total of 157.193 
persons have been tested of which 
107.185 were tested aft the airport. 
56% of the total population have 
been vaccinated. Aiming for 85% 
of the total population by end of 
June 2021. 


Measurement by the Government 

of Aruba 

Valid as of Monday May 10th, 2021 

until further notice. 

° Curfew is from 12 midnight to 
4.30am. 

e Closing time for businesses is 
IT lom. 


° Max eight (8) per table indoors 


& max ten (10) per table out- 
doors (excluding children un- 
der the age of 12) Tables must 
be at least 1.5 meters apart. 

e During live performance 5 mu- 
sicians are allowed to perform 
on stage. 

e No musical events that are in- 
tended fo attract customers. 

¢ Background music is allowed/ 
No dancing. 

e Hotels and lodgings are ex- 
empted from the closing time, 
BUT only to serve their regis- 
tered guests between 12am 


Digital transformation in challenging times 


ORANJESTAD - Today, May 17 is 
“World Telecommunication and 
Information Society Day”. This day 
is celebrated worldwide by Inter- 
national Communication Union 
(ITU) who specializes in informa- 
tion and communication technol- 


a 


ogy (ICT’s). This year ITU focusses 
on the theme “Digital transforma- 
tion in challenging times”. 


Covid-19 crisis emphasized not 
only on the role of ICT’s for the 
functioning of societies, but it also 


brought forward the digital in- 
equality among countries around 
the world and the urgency of 
speeding up the digital transfor- 
mation. 


In Aruba we also experienced 





and 4.30am. 

e Casinos are not part of the 
exemption and must close at 
Il lom. 

e There is no more public gath- 
ering ban but people must 
still wear masks and social dis- 
tance when required. 

e Beaches and public parking 
lots remain restricted zones and 
nobody Is allowed on them be- 
tween 7:300m To 4.30am. 


More. information on travel and 
health requirements can be found 
on www.aruba.com.L] 


this when we had to adapt our- 
selves in a short period of time, for 
example by working from home, 
online classes, shopping and pay- 
ing online. Advances that were 
suppose to go gradually had to 
be accelarated in a relative short 
time in the new normal. 


SETAR as Company also had to 
adapt fast and embrace the 
new opportunities this situation 
brought for the organization. A 
very special project we are very 
proud of contributing with in a 
short time is the Aruba Health 
App. This application proofs to be 
a significant solution that can ad- 
minister various aspects related to 
covid-19 for both our locals and 
visitors. 


As Our national company of tele- 
comunication Setar plays a very 
important role in offering our 
community a reliable connection 
at all times and contributes to the 
digital transformation of our island 
by offering the latest innovation 
new and technologies in order for 
us to advance together.L) 


ie 1 DYANA 





BUSINESS 


All 


MONDAY 17 MAY 2021 


IRS to the rescue? Tax audits eyed for infrastructure cash 


By KEVIN FREKING and 
MARCY GORDON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re- 
publicans say they won't 
raise taxes on corpora- 
tions. Democrats say they 
won't raise taxes on people 
making less than $400,000 
a year. So who Is going to 
pay for the big public works 
boost that lawmakers and 
President Joe Biden say is 
necessary for the country? 
Enter the IRS. 

Biden is proposing that 
Congress build up the de- 
pleted and often-maligned 
agency, saying that a 
more aggressive collection 
of unpaid taxes could help 
cover the cost of his multi- 
trilllon-dollar plan to boost 
infrastructure, families and 
education. More resources 
to boost audits of business- 
es, estates and the wealthy 
would raise $700 billion over 
10 years, the White House 
estimates. 

It's just the latest idea 
emerging in the bipartisan 
talks over an_ infrastruc- 
ture bill, which saw Biden 
huddle at the White House 
this week with congressio- 
nal leaders and a group 
of Republican senators. 
The GOP senators, touting 
a $568 billion infrastructure 
plan of their own, said they 
were ‘encouraged’ by the 
discussion with Biden, but 
all sides acknowledged 
that how to pay for the 
public works plan remains 
a difficult problem. 

House Soeaker Nancy Pe- 
losi said Biden brought up 
his IRS proposal as he met 
Wednesday with the top 
four congressional leaders. 
"My understanding is it's at 
least $1 Trillion, it could be 
Q trillion-and-quarter, a tril- 
lion-and-a-half dollars of il- 
legally, Unpaid taxes in the 
country," Pelosi said. "Part 
of the answer is to beef Up 
the IRS so they could take 
in those taxes, and that's a 
big chunk. That could go a 
long way." 

She was referring to the 
tax gap, which Is the differ- 
ence between taxes paid 
and taxes owed. IN a po- 
litically charged climate, 
there isnt agreement on 
how big the tax gap Is, let 
alone how much of if could 
be captured. But it's a tan- 
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In this photo March 22, 2013 file photo, the exterior of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) building 


in Washington. 


talizing target for lawmak- 
ers, raising the potential to 
raise hundreds of billions in 
revenue without needing 
to raise taxes aft all. 

The question is how big the 
tax gap really is — and how 
much it can realistically be 
closed. 

The Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice has estimated the 
tax gap is $440 billion per 
year. But IRS Commissioner 
Charles Rettig stunned his 
audience at a recent Sen- 
ate hearing when he of- 
fered anew number: about 
$1 trillion annually. 

The old estimates don't 
take into account the re- 
cent boom in income 
made by self-employed 
"gig' workers, which can be 
underreported, concealed 
offshore income and the 
rising use of cryptocurren- 
cy, which makes it hard for 
the IRS to identify taxpayers 
In third-party transactions, 
experts say. 

The $1 trillion figure “is not 
crazy. That's fotally pos- 
sible," says Steve Wamhoft, 
director of federal tax pol- 
icy at the left-leaning Insti- 
tute on Taxation and Eco- 
nomic Policy. 

But Sen. Mike Crapo of 
Idaho, the senior Republi- 
can on the Senate Finance 
Committee, called it "soec- 
ulation." And he's worried it 
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could push the IRS toward 
overzealous enforcement. 
It would be detrimental if 
IRS efforts do not strike the 
appropriate balance be- 
tween taxpayer responsi- 
bilities and taxpayer rights," 
Crapo told Rettig in a letter 
this week. 

The IRS has been on the 
losing end of congressio- 
nal funding fights in recent 
years, taking a cut of about 
20% since 2010, adjusting 
for inflation, even as its re- 
sponsibilities have grown. 
Biden's new spending pro- 
posals include an extra 
$80 billion over 10 years to 
bolster IRS audits of Upper- 
income individuals and 
corporations. 

But some experts say bol- 
stered audits could fall far 
short of a $700 billion wind- 
fall. The Penn Wharton Buad- 
get Model, a research or- 
ganization associated with 
the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, projects the proposed 
spending on IRS collection 





Associated Press 


efforts would bring in about 
$480 billion from 2022 to 
2031. 

In selling its plan, the White 
House has emphasized 
what it describes as fixing 
a "two-tiered system of tax 
administration" in the USS. 
While regular workers pay 
taxes on the wages they 
earn, some wealthy tax- 
payers find ways to maneu- 
ver around them. 

Those with annual incomes 
Under $25,000 are audited 
at a higher rate (0.69%) 
than those with incomes 
Up to $500,000 (0.53%), ac- 
cording to IRS data. Tax- 
payers who receive the 
earned-income tax credit, 
which applies mainly to 
low-income workers with 
children, are audited at a 
higher rate than all but the 
very wealthiest filers. The 
audit rate for millionaires 
plunged from 8.4% in 2010 
to 2.4% in 2019. 

The IRS rejects the notion of 
unfair audit treatment, say- 


ing that critics have misin- 
teroreted the data. Rettig 
bristled at the suggestion at 
the Senate hearing. High- 
income taxpayers “are au- 
dited more than any other 
taxpayer," he said, at a 
rate over 8% for those earn- 
ing more than $10 million. 

So far, Republicans are only 
ruling out revisiting the 2017 
tax cuts that they passed 
without any Democratic 
support. How much they 
are willing to boost the IRS 
as part of an infrastructure 
bill remains to be seen. Sen- 
ate Minority Leader Mitch 


McConnell of Kentucky 
said Republicans would 
rather finance _ infrastruc- 


ture through user fees such 
as tolls and gasoline taxes. 
But after pushing the agen- 
cy's steep budget cuts over 
the past decade, it would 
be a remarkable shift for 
the GOP to back the kind 
of sustained investment in 
the IRS that Biden is talking 
about — and that experts 
say Is necessary to narrow 
the tax gap. 

Republican lawmakers with 
control over funding for the 
IRS have long accused It of 
overreaching into ordinary 
taxpayers’ lives. Their hostil- 
ity toward the IRS exploded 
into outrage in 2013 dur- 
ing the Obama adminis- 
tration, when the agency 
admitted having targeted 
conservative tea party 
groups with heightened, 
often burdensome scrutiny 
when they applied for tax- 
exempt status. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R- 
lowa, wrote in his home 
state newspaper, the Des 
Moines Register, that he's 
not opposed to closing the 
tax gap, but he has con- 
cerns about the scope of 
the White House's efforts. 
‘Instead of promising a 
chicken in every pot, 
Biden's plan promises an 
auditor at every kitchen 
table," Grassley wrote.L] 


LIKE US ON 


aceb 


Facebook.com/arubatoday/ | 


MONDAY 17 hl] SCIENCE 


ie 1 BYANA 





Groups call for reintroduction of jaguars in U.S. Southwest 


By SUSAN MONTOYA BRY-_ Associated Press 
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In this undated file photo a jaguar is shown. 


— Environmental groups 
and scientists with two uni- 
versities want U.S. wildlife 
managers to consider re- 
introducing jaguars to the 
American Southwest. 

In a recently published pa- 
per, they say habitat de- 
struction, highways and 
existing segments of the 
border wall mean that nat- 
ural reestablishment of the 
large cats north of the U.S.- 
Mexico boundary would 
be unlikely over the next 
century without human in- 
tervention. 

Jaguars are currently found 
in 19 countries, but biolo- 
gists have said the animals 
have lost more than half 
of their historic range from 
South and Central Amer- 
ica into the southwestern 
United States largely due to 
hunting and habitat loss. 
Several individual male jag- 
vars have been spotted in 
Arizona and New Mexico 
over the last two decades 
but there's no evidence of 
breeding pairs establishing 
territories beyond northern 
Mexico. Most recently, a 
male jaguar was spotted 
just south of the border and 
another was seen in Arizo- 
na in January. 

Scientists and experts with 
the Wildlife Conservation 
Society, the Center for 
Landscape Conservation, 
Defenders of Wildlife, the 
Center for Biological Diver- 
sity and other organizations 
are pointing to about 3,125 
square miles (nearly 8,100 
square kilometers) of suit- 
able habitat in the moun- 
tains of central Arizona and 
New Mexico that could po- 
tentially support anywhere 
from 90 to 150 jaguars. 


Associated Press 


They contend that reintro- 
ducing the cats is essential 
to species conservation 
and restoration of the re- 
gion's ecosystem. 

“We are attempting fo start 
anew conversation around 
jaguar recovery, and this 
would be a project that 
would be decades in the 
making," Sharon Wilcox of 
Defenders of Wildlife, one 
of the study's authors, said 
in an interview. "There are 
ecological dimensions, hu- 
man dimensions that would 
need to be addressed in a 
truly collaborative manner. 
There would need to be 
Qa number of stakeholders 
who would want to be at 
the table in order to see this 
project move forward." 
Under a recovery plan fi- 
nalized by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Mexico as 
well as Countries in Central 
and South America are pri- 
marily responsible for moni- 
toring jaguar movements 
within their territory. The 
agency has noted that the 
Southwestern U.S. repre- 
sents just one-tenth of 1% of 
the jaguar's historic range. 
Environmentalists have 
criticized the plan, saying 
the U.S. government over- 
looked opportunities for re- 
covery north of the interna- 
tional border. 

While the recovery plan 
doesn't call for reintroduc- 
tions in the U.S., federal of- 
ficials have said efforts will 
continue to focus on sus- 
taining habitat, eliminating 
poaching and improving 
social acceptance to ac- 
commodate those cats 
that find their way across 
the border. 

The habitat highlighted by 


the conservation groups 
is rugged and made up 
mostly of federally man- 
aged land. They say if in- 
cludes water sources, suit- 
able cover and prey. 

Fish and Wildlife Service bi- 
ologists have yet to review 
the latest study, but such 
Qa proposal would likely 
face fierce opposition from 
ranchers and some rural 
residents who have been 
at odds with environmen- 
talists and the Fish and 
Wildlife Service over the 
reintroduction of Mexican 
gray wolves. That program 
has faced numerous chal- 
lenges over the past two 
decades and while wolf 
numbers are trending up- 
ward, ranchers say so are 
livestock deaths. 

Jaguar advocates said 
losses could be mitigated 
through compensation 
programs like those estab- 
lished as a result of the wolf 
program. 

Then there's the question 
of where the jaguars would 
come from. Advocates say 
a captive breeding pro- 
gram could be developed 
over time and jaguars from 
existing wild populations 
could be relocated. 
Wilcox said there are many 
factors — some understood 
and others still being stud- 
ied — that influence the 
movement of jaguars. 

"But this is a vast area with 
suitable vegetation,’ she 
said. ‘It's populated with 
the right kind of prey for 
these cats and given Its el- 
evation and its latitude, it 
might provide an important 
climate refugium for the 
species in the future." 
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U.S. joins global push against violent extremism online 


By NICK PERRY 

Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zea- 
land (AP) — Two years af- 
ter a white supremacist in 
New Zealand livestreamed 
the slaughter of 51 Muslim 
worshippers on Facebook, 
French President Emmanvu- 
el Macron says the internet 
continues to be be used 
by terrorists as a weapon 
to propagate hate. 
Macron and other leaders 
from tech giants and gov- 
ernments around the world 
— including the U.S. for the 
first time — gathered vir- 
tually on Saturday to find 
better ways to stop extrem- 
ist violence from spreading 
online, while also respect- 
ing freedom of expression. 
It was part of a global ef- 
fort started by Macron 
and New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern af- 
ter deadly attacks in their 
countries were streamed 
or shared on social net- 
WOTkS. 

The U.S. government and 
four other countries joined 
the effort, known as the 
Christchurch Call, for the 
first time this year. It in- 
volves some 50 nations plus 
tech companies including 
Google, Facebook, Twit- 
ter and Amazon, and is 
named for the New Zea- 
land city where the slaugh- 
ter at the two mosques 
Took place. 


FOR SALE 

Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

3 weeks, gold season, garden 

view, with lock off unit 

2 bedrooms, 2 baths, full 

kitchen, washer/dryer in unit 

Asking $15,000. Per week. 

Email: brownta257@gmail.com 
214125 

FOR SALE 

Alto Vista Real Estate 

House under construction 

$140k 3bds/3bath Bubali Resi- 

dence, Noord 

2 Story house 

www.altovista.aw 

Call +297 747 0827 


214110 
Marriott Ocean club 


Gold season 
1 BR Ocean View $5 K 
Marriott Surf Club 
Gold Season 
2 BR Garden View $ 7 K 
2 BR Ocean View $8 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214127 
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New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern speaks during a 
press conference in Wellington, New Zealand, Saturday, May 
15, 2021, following an online call to find ways to stop extremist 
violence from spreading online while also respecting freedom 


of expression. 


British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said in a prere- 
corded video that authori- 
ties In his country alone had 
taken down more. than 
300,000 pieces of terror- 
ist material from the inter- 
net over the past decade, 
which he described as a 
tsunami of hate. 

“Terrorist content is like a 
metastasizing tumor within 
the internet, or series of 
tumors,” Johnson said. “If 
we fail to excise it, if will in- 
evitably soread into homes 
and high streets the world 
over.” 

Since its launch, govern- 
ments and tech compoa- 
nies have cooperated in 
some cases in identifying 
violent extremist content 
online. Ardern, however, 
said more tangible prog- 
ress is needed to stop it 
from proliferating. 
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The meeting was aimed 
at revitalizing coordination 
efforts, notably since Presi- 
dent Joe Biden entered 
office, and getting more 
tech companies involved. 
Macron and Ardern wel- 
comed the U.S. decision 
as a potential catalyst for 
stronger action. 

Macron said the internet 
had continued to be used 
as a tool in recent attacks 
in the U.S., Vienna, Germa- 
ny and elsewhere. He said 
it cannot happen again, 
and that new European 
regulations against extrem- 
ist content would help. 
Ardern said that two years 
after the Christchurch Call 
was launched, momentum 
was strong. 

But she acknowledged 
the challenge in essentially 
playing whac-a-mole with 
different countries, internet 


platforms and algorithms 
that can foster extremist 
content. 

“The existence of algo- 
rithms themselves is not 
necessarily the problem, 
it's whether or not they 
are being ethically used,” 
Ardern said. “And so that 
is probably the biggest fo- 
cus for the Call community 
over the next year.” 

She said part of the solution 
also came in better equip- 
ping a younger generation 
of internet users to have 
the skills to deal with radi- 
cal content or disinforma- 
tion when they encounter 
it online.L) 
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Vv re HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Seroe Preto Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Restored Richard Wright novel hits bestseller lists 


NEW YORK (AP) — More 
than 60 years after his 
death, Richard Wright is 
again a bestselling author 
and very much in line with 
the present. 

"The Man Who Lived Un- 
derground, a short novel 
written in the 1940s and 
never published in full until 
this spring, is the surreal but 
credible story of a Black 
man who is tortured by 
police into confessing to 
a double murder he didn't 
commit. He escapes into 
the city's sewer system. Like 
an inversion of the Ameri- 
can road novel or a tale of 
soace travel, Fred Daniels 
inhabits a world outside the 
world, making up the rules 
as he goes along and see- 
ing his old life in a new way. 
At one point, he breaks into 
a real estate office that 
collects money from poor 
Black people. Daniels finds 
a wad of money, and helps 
himself to a typewriter, ra- 
dio and cleaver, among 
other items. 

He did not feel that he was 
stealing, for the cleaver, the 
radio, and the money were 
on the same level of value, 
all meant the same thing 
to him," Wright observes. 
‘They were the toys of the 
men who lived in the dead 
world of sunshine and rain 
he had left, the world that 
had condemned him." 
Released by the Library of 
America, an unofficial can- 
on of the country's litera- 
ture, "The Man Who Lived 
Underground" also includes 
the Wright essay "Memo- 


NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER 





This combination of photos shows the cover image for "The Man Who Lived Underground," left, and 
author Richard Wright. Associated Press 


ries of My Grandmother’ 
and an afterword from 
his grandson, the writer- 
filmmaker Malcolm Wright. 
The novel has reached 
the bestseller lists of The 
New York Times and the 
independent booksellers’ 
Indiebound among. oth- 
ers, and has brought new 
attention to an author de- 
fined, sometimes to his det- 
riment, by his famed debut 
“Native Son." 

Countless students have 
been assigned Wright's 
1940 narrative about the 
poor young Black Chica- 
goan, Bigger Thomas, who 
in a state of panic murders 
a rich white girl, later mur- 
ders his Black girlfriend and 
is tied and sentenced to 
death. The rare work by a 





In this photo provided by the Chris Loomis, singer Alice Coo- 
per stands by his Andy Warhol red acrylic and silkscreen on 
canvas called "Little Electric Chair" at the Larsen Gallery in 
Scottsdale, Ariz.,on Wednesday, May 12, 2021. 
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Black writer to be featured 
by the Book of the Month 
Club, "Native Son" was 
among the most famous 
works of its time, and Bigger 
became a symbol of the 
damage done by a racist 
society. 

But Wright's standing was 
challenged in the late ‘40s 
by James Baldwin, then 
an emerging writer, who 
criticized "Native Son" as 
simplistic "protest" fiction 
and wrote that Wright had 
failed to present Black life 
"as a continuing and com- 
olex group reality." 

Kiese Laymon, whose works 
include the acclaimed 
memoir "Heavy,' is among 
the current writers who ad- 
mire "The Man Who Lived 
Underground" and believe 


it will change Wright's leg- 
Ocy. 

"It gives us a lot from Wright 
that we haven't seen be- 
fore," says Laymon, who, 
like Wright, is a Mississippi 
native. "It's almost like a 
meta novel. Fred is experi- 
menting, and you can see 
that Wright's desire is to dis- 
cover and experiment." 
Charlie Braxton, a Mis- 
sissiopi-based poet and 
playwright, said his initial 
reaction to the book was 
anger at what happens to 
Daniels. But he was inspired 
by Wright's use of a "psy- 
chological crime thriller’ to 
serve "as a profound cri- 
tique of racism/white su- 
oremacy and capitalism," 
and also touch upon orga- 
nized religion and its role in 


the exploitation of Black 
people.” 

Wright worked on the book 
not long after "Native Son" 
came out, drawing on the 
true story of a Los Angeles 
man who lived for more 
than a year in the city's 
sewers; on memories of 
his Seventh Day Adventist 
grandmother; and on the 
"Invisible Man" films of the 
1930s and ‘40s, a theme 
which predates by several 
years Ralph Ellison's classic 
novel "Invisible Man." 
Wright's publisher, Harper, 
turned "The Man Who Lives 
Underground" down, with 
one reader finding the au- 
thors depiction of police 
violence against Daniels 
“unbearable.” A shortened 
version of the novel, with- 
out Daniels’ initial encoun- 
ter with the police, was 
published in a 1944 story 
anthology and appeared 
in a collection of Wright's 
work that came out in 1961, 
a year after his death. 

The revival of ‘The Man 
Who Lived Underground" 
began more than a de- 
cade ago, when the au- 
thors daughter and liter- 
ary executor Julia Wright 
wanted to unearth some of 
his Unpublished work. She 
was a prisoners’ rights ac- 
tivist at the time, met with 
Mumia Abu-Jamal and 
other death row inmates, 
and followed closely the 
stories of police shootings 
of people of color, and the 
dismemberment of James 
Byrd by a gang of white 
supremacists. 


Rock legend Alice Cooper to auction 
off Andy Warhol artwork 


SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
An Andy Warhol canvas 
found years ago in the ga- 
rage of rocker Alice Coo- 
per could become ithe 
highest selling artwork ever 
in Arizona. 

The music legend, who has 
a home in metro Phoenix, 
announced Thursday that 
he would auction off "Little 
Electric Char." 

It will be up for bidding 
One Ciao. Chine een 
organized by the Larsen 
Gallery in Scottsdale. The 


gallery estimates it could 
fetch anywhere from $2.5 
million to $4.5 million. 

The red acrylic and silk- 
screen on canvas was part 
of Warhol's "Death and DI- 
saster' series between 1964 
and 1965. The pop artist of- 
ten collected images from 
newspapers and magoa- 
zines to use as inspiration 
for his work. Among them 
were images of the elec- 
ine Chek: 

According to Cooper, the 
artwork was a birthday gift 


In the '70s from a girlfriend 
who was friends with War- 
hol. Cooper also plans to 
make the canvas avail- 
able for public viewing. 
The gallery owners say 
they will donate part of 
any commission to Coo- 
pers nonprofit, Solid Rock, 
which works to bring mu- 
sic, dance and other forms 
of art to teens. 

Cooper is known for outra- 
geous makeup and per- 
formances and such hits 
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Nadal beats a tired Djokovic for 10th Italian Open fitle 


By ANDREW DAMPF 

AP Sports Writer 

ROME (AP) — Rafael Nadal 
beat a tired Novak Djokov- 
ic 7-5, 1-6, 6-3 for a record- 
extending 10th _ Italian 
Open title on Sunday. 

The Spaniard recovered 
from a potentially danger- 
ous fall after tripping over 
a raised line to take the lat- 
est installment of the most- 
played rivalry in modern 
men's tennis. 

"To have this trophy in my 
hands for the 10th time is 
something hard to believe,” 
Nadal said, recalling how 
he won his first title at the 
Foro Italico in 2005 as an 
18-year-old, when he beat 
Guillermo Coria in a match 
lasting more than five hours. 
“Now, 16 years later, fo play 
in the final again is incred- 
ible," Nadal said in Italian 
during the trophy presen- 
tation. "It's difficult to de- 
scribe. Without a doubt this 
is one of the most important 
places in my career." 

The title also re-established 
Nadal as the overwhelm- 
ing favorite for the French 
Open, where he will be 
aiming for an even harder- 
to-believe 14th title starting 
in two weeks. 

Nadal beat Djokovic in 
straight sets in last year's Ro- 





Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after defeating Serbia's Novak Djokovic at their final match of the 
Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Sunday, May 16, 2021. Nadal won 7-5, 1-6, 6-3. 
Associated Press 


land Garros final. 

The top-ranked Djokovic 
soent nearly five hours on 
court Saturday, when he 
had to rally for a rain-de- 
layed quarterfinal victory 
over Stefanos Tsitsioas be- 
fore winning another three- 
setter over local favorite 
Lorenzo Sonego in the semi- 
finals. Nadal played only 


once on Saturday, beating 
Reilly Opelka in 1 2 hours. 
In the women's final, reign- 
ing French Open champion 
Iga Swiatek routed Karolina 
Pliskova with a "double ba- 
gel’ 6-0 6-0. 

It was the 57th meeting be- 
tween Nadal and Djokovic, 
which is the most matches 
between two men in the 


Open era. If was also their 
ninth meeting in Rome, 
where they have played 
more than anywhere else. 

Djokovic now holds the 
slimmest of edges in the 
all-time series, 29-28, while 
Nadal holds a 6-3 advan- 
tage in Rome overall and 
4-2 in Rome finals. 


The 10,500-seat Campo 


Centrale stadium was only 
a quarter full due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. But 
those lucky few in atten- 
dance on an overcast day 
at the Foro ltalico made 
themselves heard, shouting 
Djokovic's nickname, "Nole, 
Nole," on the big points, or 
"C'mon Rafa." 

For the second time. this 
week, Nadal tripped over a 
line that appeared slightly 
raised on the center court 
of the Foro Italico. The in- 
cident, which resulted in 
a bloody scrape near the 
Spaniard's leff knee, made 
Nadal livid. 

At 3-3 in the first set, Nadal 
chased down a short ball 
from Djokovic and whipped 
Q cross-court passing shot 
for a winner. 

Then his momentum made 
him slide into the dou- 
bles alley and his left foot 
tripped over the outside 
line, causing him to roll over 
onto the clay. 

Nadal got up immediately 
and jabbed his arm into the 
air angrily and had a word 
with the chair umpire, who 
called on court workers To 
hammer the line further into 
the clay court. 

Nadal had a similar fall in 
his quarterfinal victory over 
Alexander Zverev.} 





Bernal claims Ist Grand Tour stage win to take Giro lead 


————————EE__-_ _ 


CAMPO FELICE, Italy (AP) 
— Former Tour de France 
champion Egan _ Bernal 
showed just why he is one 
of the favorites to win the 
Giro d’ltalia as he stormed 
to victory Sunday on the 
ninth stage to also claim 
the leader’s pink jersey. 
Bernal, who rides for Ineos 
Grenadiers, attacked with 
about 500 meters remain- 
ing on the summit finish in 
the first top-categorized 
climb of this year’s race. 
Bernal passed the two pre- 
vious leaders to claim his 
first stage win in a Grand 
Tour. 

It is the first year Bernal has 
participated in the Italian 
race. 

“I've already cried twice,” 
an emotional Bernal said 
immediately afterward. “| 
cannot believe what just 
happened, | just won my 


first stage in a Grand Tour. 
| made a lot of sacrifices to 
get where | am now. 

“| was thinking | would do 
well today but | was not 
sure whether | could have 
won the stage. My team- 
mates had a lot of confi- 
dence In me, they told me 
| could do it. This victory Is 
for them, they really be- 
lieve in me.” Bernal had 
come close fo a stage 
victory in the 2019 Tour de 
France — which he won — 
as he was leading Stage 19 
when it was abruptly cut 
short by a violent hailstorm 
and landslide. Times were 
taken from the top of what 
proved to be the final climb 
and there was no official 
stage winner. 

The 24-year-old Bernal fi- 
nally got his win on Sunday 
as he finished seven sec- 
onds ahead of Giulio Cic- 


cone and Aleksandr Vlasov 
at the end of the 158-kilo- 
meter (98-mile) route from 
Castel di Sangro to the ski 
resort of Campo Felice. The 
stage featured three other 
categorized climbs as well 
as the final tough ascent 
on gravel roads. 

There was a scare on the 
descent of the first climb of 
the day as Mate} Mohoric 
lost his balance and 
crashed, landing on his 
head and snapping his bi- 
cycle in two. The Slovenian 
cyclist swiftly got to his feet 
and seemed to consider 
getting on a replacement 
bike before being taken 
to the hospital in an ambu- 
lance. 

His Bahrain Victorious team 
had already lost leader 
Mikel Landa as he was 
forced to abandon the 
Giro after a crash on Stage 
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Egan Bernal wins the ninth stage of the Giro d'ltalia cycling race, 
from Castel di Sangro to Campo Felice, Italy, Sunday, May 16, 


2021. 


4, 

Bernal took over the race 
lead from Attila Valter, 
who was dropped on the 
final climb. The Colombian 
has a 15-second lead over 
Remco Evenepoel and is 21 
seconds ahead of Vlasov. 


Associated Press 


Monday's 10th stage is 
an undulating 139-kilome- 
ter (86-mile) route from 
L'Aquila to Foligno. The first 
rest day Is on Tuesday. 

The Giro finishes on May 30 
in Milan with an individual 
time trial. 
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Kyoung-Hoon Lee of South Korea stands in a pouring rain as he 
lines up his putt on the ninth green during the final round of the 
AT&T Byron Nelson golf tournament in McKinney, Texas, Sunday, 
May 16, 2021. 

Associated Press 
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E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 
www.costalinda-aruba.com 


K.H. Lee gets Ist PGA Tour win at Nelson, 
qualifies for PGA 


McKINNEY, Texas (AP) — 
K.H. Lee was more than 
happy to play through a 
steady downpour in the 
final round of the AT&T By- 
ron Nelson, and didn't mind 
waiting out a weather de- 
lay of more than two hours 
Sunday. 

The reward was the final 
spot next week in the PGA 
Championship. 

Lee earned his first PGA Tour 


victory and the chance to 
compete on the Ocean 
Course at Kiawah Island in 
South Carolina, becoming 
the second consecutive 
Nelson winner from South 
Korea by finishing at 25 un- 
der, three ahead of third- 
round leader Sam Burns. 

Heavy rain fell most of the 
back nine for the leaders, 
with puddles showing up on 
greens over the final holes 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


ORCHID CASINO 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 


for you and your party. 


Wes RESERVE your Private Table 
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Call 525 7777 ext.209 
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and one ball in the fair- 
way stuck in the middle of 
a fast-moving stream. The 
players slogged through 
the deluge before _light- 
ning forced a delay. Most 
of the standing water was 
gone when play resumed 
two hours and 23 minutes 
later. Lee missed a par putt 
on No. 16 to cut his lead 
to two, but answered with 
two birdies. The sun came 
out just as Lee was finishing 
his 6-under 66. 

Burns struggled to a 71 to 
finish at 22 Under, a shot 
ahead of 2011 Masters 
champion Charl Schwartz- 
el, Daniel Berger, Patton 
Kizzire and Scott Stallings. 
Troy Merritt and Joseph 
Bramlett finished two more 
back at 19 under. 

When the delay hit, Jor- 
dan Spieth already knew 
he was going fo fall short 
again in his hometown 
event, played on its third 
course in the past four Nel- 
sons at the rain-soaked TPC 
Craig Ranch in McKinney, 
about 30 miles north of Dal- 
las. Spieth, three back to 
start the day, shot 71 and 
tied for ninth, giving him 
his first too 10 at the Nel- 
son 11 years after he was 
a contender on Sunday 
as a 16-year-old when the 
course was at its home of 
more than 30 years at the 
TPC Four Seasons. 

South Korea's Sung Kang 
was the defending cham- 
pion after winning in 2019, 
when the second of just 
two Nelsons was played 
at the treeless links Course 
Trinity Forest in Dallas. The 
move was unpopular with 
fans and players, and 
Craig Ranch became the 
home following last year's 
COVID-19 cancellation. 
One thing about this Nel- 
son was the same, though: 
notorious spring weather in 
Texas.L] 


